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From the PTA Presidentõs Desk 
 

The school year is well under way, as is the PTA.  We've successfully completed our two largest fund-raising 
campaigns; Innisbrook and Fall Fest.   Innisbrook was a big success as we hit our target goal of $10,000.  Thank you 
everyone who contributed, thank you also to our Innisbrook Chairs Amy Kochert and Kathy Zurawski.   Watch 
backpack mail for information on Pajama Day -- a reward to the kids for all their hard work.   I wonder if Mr. Klespitz 
wears "footie" jammies?   We'll soon know! 
 
Certainly if I base success on smiling faces Fall Fest scores big!  The school was packed and kids and adults alike had 
a fabulous time.  Another thank you to the many volunteers and our Fall Fest Chairs Barb Ratkowski and Diana 
Holecek.   A special note of thanks to the 37 5th Graders (members of the 5th Grade Gives Back Committee) who 
volunteered throughout the evening to run games.  This group of children gave up time to "play" to help ensure that 
this event was successful.  These young people demonstrated the true spirit of volunteering and did so with an 
amazing amount of enthusiasm.  Each of them have my personal thanks. 
 
So what's on the horizon?  First up is the annual Anderson Book Fair on November 4 - 5, just in time for a little early 
holiday shopping.  Be sure to stop in while you're in the school for your parent/teacher conferences.   We've also got 
SIP Day Movie November 6th, brought to you by the 5th Grade Gives Back Committee; lastly the PTA General 
Membership meeting on November 10th at 7:00 in the LLC. 
 
A quick reminder to send in your Classroom Party Donation if you've not done so.  Donations are suggested at $5.00 
per child.  This donation helps offset the costs that the Room Rep. and other volunteers incur in purchasing craft 
supplies, baked goods and favors for these parties.    
 
Now, something new for the TWT.  I thought it might be helpful to highlight an activity the PTA sponsors that you may 
not be as familiar with.   This month's Activity is the Publishing Center.  
 
The Churchill Publishing Center (CPC) is located in the LLC, right behind Mr. Bigg's office.  It's staffed 100% by parent 
volunteers who work directly with the students editing, illustrating and ultimately publishing a book of their very own.  
Teachers sign up students to visit the CPC during school hours.  Sometimes the assignment is a book of poetry, 
maybe a story about a favorite memory, sometimes a book of fiction.  Once the children have completed the initial 
story they make their first trip to the CPC.  An Editor sits down one-on-one with a child and helps them with grammar 
and punctuation along with any other literacy requirements the teacher might have.  During the meeting the volunteer 
helps prompt the student on thinking through how they might illustrate their book.  In addition the student completes a 
dedication page, information about the author and a cover page for their book.   The student might complete this phase 
in one visit to the Publishing Center or two.    

 
The next step in the process is to have the fully edited book typed.  In this step the student's work is handed 
off to another parent volunteer who types up the book exactly as directed by the student.   The typed 
manuscript is proofed and spiral bound.  Once complete it's then returned to the student for final illustration 
and publication.    
 
It's truly a wonderful experience for both the student and the volunteer! 
 
If you have questions about the Churchill Publishing Center, you can contact Mary Villmow at 
mvillow@aol.com or 630-858-1941.   I hope you enjoyed this month's activity highlight -- look for more in 
future editions of the TWT. 
 
Suzanne Comella 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Donõt forget to place your Market Day order. 

Place orders online by Friday, November 6.  
Pick up on Tuesday, November 10 at 5:15  

 
Stock up on staples like OJ, Gatorade  

and granola bars.  
 

Make life easy with diced chicken and  
baby baked potatoes.  

 
Donõt forget the holidays are right around the 

corner.  Order a yummy pie for your freezer.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate a great report during parent/teacher conferences. 
Treat your child to something tasty at DQ 

 
DQ Week is November 2 ð 6 

 
Stop by either location and 

remember to tell them you are with Churchill  
 
 



Itõs a Wrap! 
 

 

 

Innisbrook Fundraiser Results 

  

Our Innisbrook sale is over!  Many thanks to all of Churchill for making this yearôs sale a huge success! 

  

Our schoolôs four top sellers were: 

Hailey Sejna, 3rd grade:  $640.00 

Davis Dikker, 5th grade:  587.00 

Anjolina Zaffer, 4th grade: $540.00 

Allison Vogg, 4th grade:  $507.00 

  

These four students received lunch from Portilloôs (delivered to the school during their lunch period), a tour of the Glen Ellyn fire 

station, and each of them had a turn reading the morning announcements. 

  

Our top selling class this year was: 

Mrs. Payne, whose class sold $1502.00 worth of Innisbrook products.  This class enjoyed a Dairy Queen ice cream party. 

  

Best of all, Churchill made its goal!  As a school, we raised over $11,325.  That means that we will have an all school pajama day on 

November 13th and Mr. Kletspitz will rollerskate at our upcoming PTA rollerskating party. 

  

Innisbrook Delivery & Pick-up 

Products will be delivered in mid-November.  As in the past, there will be a supervised distribution of products for one week and 

then an unsupervised distribution of products for a second week.  The PTA is not responsible for items during the unsupervised 

distribution time.  After two weeks, any items not picked up will be donated. 

  

Thank you to all the families, volunteers, teachers & office staff for helping Churchill to achieve our goal. 

 



LOOKING  FOR GIFT IDEAS FOR THE HOLIDAYS?  

 

MRS. REYNOLDS SUGGESTS THESE ñBRAINY GAMEò  

FAVORITES  AS ENJOYED BY OUR  

ñTHING AND EATò  

STUDENTS...  

 

 

Blokus  

Quoridor  

Mastermind  

Rush Hour  

Coda  

Tantrix  

Apples to Apples  

Blink  

Set  

Batik  

Da Vinciôs Challenge 

Parcheesi  

Scrabble  

Squzzle Puzzles  

Stacks  

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

The next SERC  meeting will be Tuesday November 3rd  at Ben Franklin 
School.  From 7-9 pm.  This will be an informal meeting for discussion  and 

networking.   All are welcome.   

  

Any questions can be directed to   cssullivan2151@comcast.net. 

mailto:cssullivan2151@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

Art Smart  
 

We need you!! 

 

 

We still need volunteers.  There are still openings left 

especially in grades 3, 4, and 5.  Donôt miss this opportunity to 

present to a class of students an artwork and its artist.  It is 

fun and easy.  No art background or experience is needed.  

Materials and training will be provided.  You can volunteer to 

do a presentation in your childôs classroom.  Dads are also 

welcomed to participate.  So, call or e-mail to volunteer today! 

 

Contact Sandy Zeboski at (630) 942-0106 or 

smzeboski@sbcglobal.net. 

mailto:smzeboski@sbcglobal.net


 

 

COMING SOON!    Churchill PTA Online Web Store!  ͖
 
The Churchill PTA will soon provide an online site for families 
to register for events and purchase PTA sponsored items. You 

will be able to pay for upcoming Pizza Days, make a 
classroom party donation, order a Churchill sweatshirt or 

yearbook, pay your PTA membership dues, and even sign up 
to volunteer from the convenience of your own home or 

office!  
 

Shop online using your VISA or MasterCard (credit/debit) 
card on our new secure web store.  The Churchill PTA web 

store will be available to families starting Wednesday, 
11/11/09*, and may be accessed by clicking ONLINE 

PAYMENTS on the Churchill PTA website at churchill.d41 -
pta.com . 

   
 

If you do not have a computer with an internet connection at 
home, you can use a computer at school or at the public 
library.  If you choose not to purchase online, the same 

procedures are in place so that you may continue to purchase 
as you have been (forms + cash/checks).  Youôll continue to 
receive announcements via backpack mail but donôt forget 
the Timberwolf Times as a resource for forms, dates and 

other information!  
 

Please contact Diane Dubishar -Musser(dubishar@yahoo.com) 

or Diana Holecek ( pktoeshoe@aol.com) with questions.        

http://churchill.d41-pta.com/
http://churchill.d41-pta.com/
mailto:pktoeshoe@aol.com


Environmental Club News by Nicki Clegg  
and Janet Williams  

 

 

 
 

Weõve studied our wetlands, including reading maps of our own Churchill area. 

Students were amazed to learn that our water runoff flows from the little creek 

in Churchill Park on to the Winfield Creek, then into the West Branch of the 

DuPage River, the Des Plaines River, the Illinois River, and finally becomes part 

of the Mississippi River flowing to the Gulf of Mexico.  

 

Falling leaves! We made good instructional use of the season to learn why leaves 

change color, followed by collecting, identifying and pressing Churchillõs 

abundance of fall leaves.  
 

 

From Our Library by Nicki Clegg  

 
2010 Monarch Nominee Books your family will enjoy:  

 

My Dog is as Smelly as Dirty Socks  by Hanoch Piven uses common household 

objects in collage fashion to convey the unique essence of each family member. 

Why not try this at home with your family?  

 

On the Road by Lucy Nolan is the first book in the òDown Girl and Sitó series. 

Narrator and main character, Down Girl, is an adventurous canine, proud to be 

smarter than a squirrel.  

 

Glass Slipper, Gold Sandal: A Worldwide Cinderella  by Paul Fleischmann takes the 

Cinderella story from country to country, surprising readers with aspects of the 

favorite fairy tale as told in different lands.  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

eacher/Staff Holiday Gift Card Program 
 

Are you looking for a great way to let your child's teacher know that they are 
appreciated around the holidays?  New this year the PTA will be coordinating a 

collaborative Gift Card program .  Starting tomorrow you will have access to 

the Churchill PTA web store and can "give" an amount of money to each 
teacher you choose.  In turn the teachers will receive a letter with their total 

gifted amount and a list of pre -selected gift cards that they can choose from.  

The gift cards will be delivered to the teachers along with a card listing all the 
families who contributed.   

 

For example  you can give:  
$10.00 to classroom teacher  

$5.00 to Music teacher  

$5.00 to Mr. Klespitz  
 

Teachers will get a letter telling them they have $100 gifted and the families 

who contributed and will pick from the list of gift cards.  For example:  
$50.00 Jewel  

$50.00 Amazon.com  

 

 
For questions or more information contact  

 Jen Malec at jen@malechome.com  or 630 -690 -2677 .  

 
Shop online using your VISA or MasterCard (credit/debit) card on our new secure web store.  The 

Churchill PTA web store will be available to families starting Wednesday, 11/11/09*, and may be 

accessed by clicking ONLINE PAYMENTS on the Churchill PTA website at churchill.d41 -pta.com . 

 

mailto:jen@malechome.com
http://churchill.d41-pta.com/


 

The Churchill School cordially invites  

you to a holiday shopping event at 

 

 
 

 

10% Discount off of your purchase  

& 10% will be donated to: 

Churchill School! 
 

When:    Thursday, December 3rd:     10 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

     Friday, December 4th:          10 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

     Saturday, December 5th:      10 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

 

Where:  Learning Express Toys 

              900 Roosevelt Rd. 

   Baker Hill Shopping Center 

             (next to Dominickôs) 

   Glen Ellyn, 630-942-8574 
 

Be sure to mention your organization when you check out so the school gets credit.  

  

Enjoy Free Gift Wrapping as Always! 

 
Discounts not valid with other offers, VIP rewards, gift cards or Lego Mindstorms 

 Rick Riordan, of Percy Jackson fame,  

announces new series 

 Rick Riordan ð whose mega-selling Percy Jackson books have long been the rage in the 8-to-12 

set ð will be embarking on a new fantasy series. The Kane Chronicles, Book  One: The Red Pyramid goes on 

sale May 4, 2010. ñAs a teacher, Iôve had so much fun watching Percy Jackson ignite kidsô interest in Greek 

mythology, but in my classroom, one subject was even more popular,ò says Riordan. ñNow Iôm excited 

that The Kane Chronicles can introduce young readers to one of my all-time favorite topics ð the amazing 

world of ancient Egypt.ò 

http://shelf-life.ew.com/2009/10/31/rick-riordan-kane-chronicles-percy-jackson/
http://shelf-life.ew.com/2009/10/31/rick-riordan-kane-chronicles-percy-jackson/


 

 

The Timberwolf Times  
 
 

Article submission deadline for the Timberwolf Times will be the 15th of 

each month prior to publication.  Please honor this deadline.  All articles 

must be submitted, preferably via email; email your articles to:   

acleffel@wideopenwest.com attention:  Abbe, subject:  TWT (subject).  If a 

reply to an emailed article is not obtained please contact  

Abbe Leffel, 588 -1556. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!  
 

 
 

CHURCHILL FAMILY NIGHT OUT 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19 
4:00 ï close 

 

Enjoy A night off from cooking 

Itôs more than just pizza 

How about some juicy ribs or a hot bowl of minestrone 
 

Bring this flyer the night of the event and tell your server you are with Churchill 

$2 of your bill will be donated back to the pta 

 
sponsored by Churchill pta 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE!!!!  
 

Musical Mayhem 

 

Friday, February 19, 2010 
Hadley Junior High School 

6-9:00 p.m. 
  

Open to all d-41 students and their parents!! 
    

Lots to do and see for everyone! 

¨ Lip Sync Competition  
¨ Cake Walk  
¨ Raffle  
¨ Games  
¨ Face Painting 
¨ Food   

NEW! Hadley musicians play some music for the hadley dance in the 
garage band Jam!   The faves: The raffle, carnival,  cakewalk, dance and LIP SYNCH contest!  face 
painting and photobooth.   

Middle School Dance/Garage Band Jam (Hadley Students only) 
  

Don't miss this fun-filled evening! 

Parents  We  Need  Your  Help!!!!  
Volunteers to help run Musical-Mayhem in the following areas: 

Mom & Dads think you'd like to help?    We could use a few KEY volunteers: a co-chair for Mayhem and someone to co-chair in 

food and one other person to co-chair in photography. 

Also if you are not able to volunteer as a chair, perhaps you would be interested to do a shift 
the night of Mayhem.  It will take a large number of volunteers to make this fundraiser 

successful so your time and effort will be greatly appreciated. 
  

Please contact: 
  

Evelyn Cabrera at evelyn.cabrera34@gmail.com or 773-716-7840 
  

  





Exercise balls in kids' classrooms are used for learning, not 
ŦǳƴΧ.ŀŎƪŜǊǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀǊǇŜƴ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǇƻǎǘǳǊŜ 
By Georgia Garvey Tribune reporter November 2, 2009 
 

Donna Yehl's fourth-grade students bob behind their desks, heads 
going up and down as if they sat on the deck of a rolling ship. 
 
But it's not a bad case of fidgeting. 
 
The two dozen kids in Yehl's classroom at Creekside Elementary 
School in Elgin do all of their classwork perched on exercise balls. 
 
The multicolored inflatable balls are commonly used in Pilates and other exercise classes. They're still a rare sight in 
classrooms, but teachers increasingly find they provide a multitude of benefits, saying they sharpen attention and 
improve posture. 
 
At the end of the last school year, Yehl took to the Internet seeking creative ways to help her restless pupils sit still. She 
stumbled on a story about exercise balls and improved concentration, and opted to replace the kids' metal and plastic 
chairs with bouncy balls about 21 inches high, in colors the kids selected for themselves. 
 
Yehl found herself an almost immediate convert. 
 
"They're more focused," Yehl said. "They're sitting upright." 
 
Ball chairs are popping up in classrooms in places such as Pennsylvania and Ontario, Canada. Closer to home, schools in 
Naperville, Glenview and Rockford are also jumping on the ball-chair bandwagon. 
 
Lisa Witt, whose Wisconsin-based company WittFitt sells exercise ball chairs for classroom use, reports a sharp increase 
in customers, from just one in 2004 to more than 300 schools across the country and abroad. 
 
"Some people initially think, 'Are you crazy?' " said Witt, a former elementary school teacher in Colorado who started 
her company after seeing improvements in students who used exercise balls as chairs. She said she soon discovered 
physical benefits as well as others. 
 
"It's just plain fun," she said. 
 
And the kids often agree. 
 
Emily Ziemba, 10, a student in Yehl's class, laughs and nods when asked if she likes sitting on an exercise ball. 
 
"I mean, sometimes I would like to lean back," she said. "But other times, it's better than a chair." 
 
Teachers say children on ball chairs often quit flopping over on their desks. And although they can't lean far back 
anymore, they're getting enough exercise to improve concentration. 
 
"You'd be surprised how many kids really need to move while learning," said Adrienne O'Brien, a fourth-grade teacher 
at Roslyn Road School in Barrington. "That would be the majority of them, frankly." 
 
The Barrington school adopts a variety of measures to get students moving, including the two ball chairs they have, 
inflatable seat cushions and stand-up desks. Officials plan to get more chairs as students are identified as good 
candidates for them. 
 


